
Sample  Itinerary  of  Philanthropy  in  Vietnam 

ITINERARY  OVERVIEW   

 

DAY  1 

Hanoi  Arrival 

 
Hanoi  is  full  of  charm  with  ochre-colored  colonial  buildings,  tree-lined  boulevards  and  scenic  
lakes  tonight  enjoy  a  cozy  welcome  dinner  at  a  local  restaurant  where  street  kids  are  offered  
hospitality  training.  A  representative  from  a  Non-Governmental  Organization  (NGO) will  attend  
the  dinner  to  offer  an  overview  about  the  country’s  poverty  and  the  organization’s  current  
projects  and  humanitarian  activities. The  regular  check-in  time  is  at  14:00;  early  check-in  is  NOT  
included  and  subject  to  availability   
 
Meals:  None 
Accommodation:  Sofitel  Legend  Metropole  
 

DAY 2  

Hanoi  –  Give  A  Helping  Hand  with  A  Local  Farmer  Family 

   
If  you  and  your  kids  are  willing  to  get  your  hands  dirty,  it’s  a  fantastic  way  to  learn  about  rural  
life  as  well  as  to  lend  a  hand  to  the  farmers.  Drive  15  km  southwest  of  Hanoi  to   
a  small  village  where  farmers  mainly  grow  flowers  and  deliver  to  the  wholesale  markets  in  
Hanoi.  Follow  the  canal  road  along  the  Red  River  to  the  village,  you  can  see  vast  flower  fields.  
Stop  at  rustic  house  nested  right  in  the  middle  of  a  flower  field  and  talk  to  the  local  family.  
Roll  up  your  sleeves  and  share  the  daily  tasks  with  them,  from  clearing  grass,  watering  flowers,  
cutting  flowers  and  loading  up  the  motorbike.  It  will  be  a  fun  educational  trip  for  the  family  
and  you  can  take  with  you  the  farmers’  appreciation  for  your  assistance. 
 
Notes: 
•  Availability:  Morning 
•  Suggested  time:  07:00 
•  Durations:  04  hours 
•  Capacity:  Minimum  1  person,  Maximum  06  persons 
•  This  tour  is  not  recommended  in  lunar  new  year  in  Vietnam   
 
In  the  afternoon,  get  a  glimpse  of  the  city  by  visiting  to  Temple  of  Literature,  the  first  
University  for  the  sons  of  mandarins,  for  an  overview  about  Hanoian  culture  and  ancient  
Vietnamese  architecture.  Continue  with  a  visit  to  a  local  school  where  its  students  are  of  your  
kids’  age  (on  weekdays  but  except  summer  time  from  May  to  August).  Get  an  overview  of  the  
local  education  system  and  infrastructure  and  play  some  games  with  the  pupils  or  teach  them  
English  songs. 
 
Notes: 
•  Availability:  Afternoon 
•  Suggested  time:  14:00 
•  Durations:  04  hours 
 



Meals:    Breakfast   
Accommodation:  Sofitel  Legend  Metropole  
 
 
DAY 3  

Hanoi  –  A  Meaningful  Day  with  Disabled  Children  

  
 ‘Hold  the  Future’ is  a  non-governmental  organization  based  in  Hanoi,  which  was  established  in  
March  2002  by  Ms.  Le  Minh  Hien. The  mission  of  Hold  the  Future  is  to  provide  its  members  
with  necessary  life  skills  and  support  in  order  to  move  towards  more  independent  lives,  offering  
health  care  and  rehabilitation,  vocational  training  programs,  vocational  placement  and  
employment.  Activities  are  funded  through  the  sale  of  our  handicraft  products  and  by  sharing  
Vietnamese  culture  through  the  beauty  of  traditional  craftsmanship.  In  2009,  after  7  years  of  
successful  operation,  the  foundation  was  officially  awarded  an  NGO  status  and  was  recognized  as  
a  registered  centre  by  the  ‘Vietnamese  Save  the  Disabled  Children  Association’. Spend  half  a  
day  visiting  them,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  learn  how  they  reach  success  and  enjoy  
their  time  in  making  traditional  craft  products  with  disabled  children. 
 
Notes: 
•  Suggested  time:  09:00,  14:00 
•  Duration:  approximately  03  hours 
•  Total  driving  distance:  13  km  from  the  Old  Quarter  of  Hanoi 
•  Not  available  during  Tet  and  public  holidays  in  Vietnam,  please  contact  Hanoi  Operations  to   
    check  latest  information,  if  you  have  a  request   
 
Meals:  Breakfast   
Accommodation:  Sofitel  Legend  Metropole   
 

DAY 4 

Hanoi  –  Hue  by  Flight  

 
In  the  morning,  transfer  to  the  airport  for  the  flight  to  Hue.  Hue  served  as  an  imperial  capital  

to  the  Nguyen  Lords,  a  feudal  dynasty  which  reigned  from  the  17th  to  the  19th  century.  With  

splendid  emperors’  tombs,  ancient  pagodas  and  the  remains  of  the  Citadel,  the  city  retains  its  

royal  charm.  Visit  the  Imperial  Citadel,  a  UNESCO  listed  site.  Enter  through  the  towering  main  

gate  and  you  will  appreciate  the  magnificent  architecture  and  gardens  while  your  guide  explains  

about  the  events  and  the  intrigue  of  the  former  royal  court.  Despite  being  bombed  heavily,  

there  are  some  incredibly  well  preserved  sections  still  intact  and  others  which  are  being  lovingly  

restored.   

Then  visit  Uu  Dam  Pagoda  orphanage  which  is  home  to  50  children.  Meet  and  talk  with  the  

centre  representative,  Nun  Phuoc  Thien,  for  an  overview  of  Buddhist  concept  of  human  being  

and  an  insight  into  the  daily  activities  as  well  as  their  efforts  in  taking  care  of  the  orphans.  

Chat  with  some  children  to  understand  their  lives  at  school  as  well  as  their  dreams.   

Notes: 
•  Suggested  time:  14:00 



•  Duration:  approximately  04  hours 
 
Meals:  Breakfast   
Accommodation:  La  Residence  Hue   
 

DAY 5  

Hue – Cow Donation 

 
Drive  to  the  rural  outskirts  for  a  small  act  of  kindness  and  help  make  the  world  a  better  place.  
A  gift  of  just  one  cow  can  offer  a  big  change  for  poor  farmers.  Participate  in  a  ceremony  
during  which  you  donate  a  small  cow  to  a  farmer  together  with  the  local  authority  and  villagers  
as  your witness.  Chat  with  the  family who  received  the  gift  to  better  understand  their  needs  and  
future  plans. 
 
Notes: 
•  Availability:  Morning,  Afternoon 
•  Suggest  time:  09:00,  15:00 
•  Duration:  02  hours 
 
Meals:    Breakfast 
Accommodation:  La  Residence  Hue  
 
DAY 6  

Hue  –  Saigon  by  Flight/  Saigon  –  Sharing  A  Blind  Experience 

 

After  breakfast,  transfer  to  Hue  airport  for  the  flight  to  Saigon.  Upon  arrival  in  Saigon  drive   
to  district  5  and  visit  Bung  Sang  which  is  a  small  private  home  and  school  for  nearly  50  blind  
children  born  in  poor  families  from  remote  provinces.  The  school  was  founded  by  a  blind  
musician  –Mr.  Dao  Khanh  Truong.  With  the  love  and  care  for  unlucky  children,  he  spent  most  
of  his  life  teaching  the  children  and  gathering  support  from  the  benefactors.  After  he  passed  
away  few  years  ago,  Bung  Sang  was  given  to  the  Lovers  of  the  Holy  Cross  Sisters  to  take  care  
of.  This  afternoon,  visit  the  school,  talk  with  the  manager  for  a  thorough  understanding  of  
their  lives  here,  meet  the  children  and  listen  to  them  singing,  playing  music. Afterwards  
transfer  to  Noir  restaurant  for  a  special  culinary  journey  –  dining  in  the  dark.  The  concept  is  to  
imitate  the  experience  of  having  meals  like  a  blind  person,  which  is  a  unique  mind-altering  
experience.  Leave  behind  the  sight  and  let  your  other  senses  lead  your  mind  to  feel  the  taste  
of  food. 
 
Notes: 
•  Availability:  Afternoon 
•  Suggested  time:  16:30 
•  Duration:  4.5  hours 
•  During  summer  holidays  (Jun  –  July),  most  of  the  children  go  back  to  their   
hometown  in  remote  provinces,  only  some  teenagers  left   
 
Meals:    Breakfast  and  Dinner 
Accommodation:  Park  Hyatt  Saigon 



 

DAY 7  

Saigon  –  Sampan  Donation  in  Mekong  Delta   

 
Mekong  Delta  area  is  the  largest  rice  farming  area  in  Vietnam  and  is  covered  with  green  rice   
paddies  as  well  as  lush  fruit  orchards.  It  is  also  the  only  region  in  Vietnam  where  riverboats  and   
sampans  are  the  main  means  of  transportation  due  to  low-lying,  soft  soil  condition  and  
condensed  system  of  rivers  and  canals.  The  Mekong  River  is  an  integral  part  in  the  daily  life  
and  culture  of  local  people.  Sampan  boats  are  an  important  mode  of  transportation  and  
livelihood  in  the  Mekong  Delta,  and  yet  some  families  are  unable  to  afford  one.  Donating  one  
to  a  family  in  need  will  ensure  that  they  have  a  better  future.  The  small  sampan  donation  
ceremony  will  take  place  with  local  authorities  and  villagers  as  witnesses.  Spend  some  time  to  
chat  with  the  local  people  about  their  livelihood  and  future  plans.  Then  bid  your  new  friends  
farewell  and  good  luck  before  continuing   
onwards. 
 
Notes: 
•  The  donation  ceremony  normally  lasts  half  an  hour,  depending  on  the  location  of  the   
beneficiary  family   
 
Meals:    Breakfast  and  Lunch   
Accommodation:  Park  Hyatt  Saigon 
 

DAY 8  

Saigon  Departure 

 

Free  time  around  the  city  and  then  transfer  to  the  airport  to  take  your  departure  flight  home.   
 
Meals:  Breakfast   
| 

   
 

 


